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F M AMEMBA'SSY PHNOM PENH . 

TO SECSTaTE WaSHOC PRIORITY 9863 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE PRIORITY 

SECRET PHNOM PENH 0500 
EXDIS 

DEPT PASS SECDEFi TINCPAC# AND COMUSMACV 

SUBJECT* GENERAL H A I G * S MEET I NG WITH PRESIDENT LON NOL 
BANGKOK OR SAIGON PASS GENERAL HAIG 

1. GFNERAL HAIG, JOHN NEGROPONTE, AND I SPENT TWO HOURS 
vj T T H MARSHAL LON NOL THIS MORNjNG, AT XHA^CAR I MON, W TH 
the TIME principally devoted to GENERAL HaIG’S EXPOSI MU 
OF THE STATUS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS ON VIETNAM. PRIME 
StnUtER HANG THUN HAK WAS ALSO PRESENT. THE MARSHAL 

■ I STr NED ATTENTIVELY AND EXPRESSED CONTINUING SUPP 
AND APPROVAL FOR PRESIDENT MIXON'S POLICIES. HE 
STRESSED HIS READINESS to KEEP fully IN STEP WITH US 
AS The SITUATION EVOLVES. 

2 . SUBJECTS PERIPHERAL TO THE VIETNAM TALKS WERE FEW 
IN number* general haig referred to my conversation 
WITH THE MARSHAL ON JANUARY |2 ON INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(PHNCM PENH 0355 NOTAL) AMD STRESSED AGAIN OUR HOPE 
THAT His LEADERSHIP COULD HAVE AS BROAD AS POLITICAL 

BASE AS POSSIBLF* NO MpNTION WaS ma ° e ° F . ? 2nii? 
name, the marshal listened impassively and WITHOUT 
REACTION. Sl'iULTANEOUSi'Y. GENERAL HAIG ASSURED ^IM OF 
OUR CONTINUING SUPo 0 R T ; FOR WHICH THE MARSHAL EXPRESSED 

APPRECIATION. 
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3» THE MARSHAL, ALSO DIGRESSED/ AS IS HIS PRESENT CUSTOM/ 

ON CAMBODIA’S RESOURCE POTENTIAL AND ON.HI-S NEED 
FOR FOREIGN ADVICE IN. PLANNING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

GENERAL HAIG STATED THAT A . SEN I OR ECONOMIST IS BEING 
ADDED TO THE MISSION STAFF WHO WILL 8E AVAILABLE FOR 
CONSULTATION ON THESE MATTERS. THE MARSHAL AGAIN SPOKE OF 
HIS DESIRE TO DEVELOP THE PHNOM PENH, BaTTAMBANG/ AND 
KOMPCNG SOM AREAS INTOsHOWCaSE models of. what. can be 
ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH FOREIGN TECHNICAL ASSlSfANCE AND 
CAPITAL COMBINED WITH KHMER INGENUITY AND. LABOR* WHEN 
GENERAL HAIG POINTED OUT THAT THE PREREQUISITE TO 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND FOREIGN INVESTMENT IS AN 
IMPROVED SECURITY SITUATION, ThE MARSHAL COMMENTED THAT 
HE HAD OFTEN BEEN ACCUSED OF BEING OVERLY OPTIMISTIC 
BUT HTAT HE TRULY BELIEVES THE KHMER WILL COPE 
QUICKLY WITH THIS PROBLEM IP ThE nVa / VC PORCES IN FACT 
WITHDRAW FROM CAMBODIA. HE ASSERTED THAT MOST RECENT 
ENEMY ACTION HAD BEEN ORIGINATED BY PREDOMINANTLY 
NVA/VC UNITS WITH ONLY MEAGER KHMER INSURGENT 
PARTICIPATION ( WE THINK THE CONTRARY TO BE TRUE ) * 

4* AS THE MEETING CLOSED » THE MARSHAL WITH AN APOLOGETIC 

smile handed gneRal haig an aide memoire for submission 

TO PRESIDENT NIXON LISTING ADDITIONAL .UNPROGRAMMED 
military EQUIPMENT desired QTE TO INCREASE the possibility 
of immediate exploitation and reoccupation OF KHMER 
territory following a cease fire unqte. the list 

EMBRACES* (ARMY) 2 ^ = I T 3 SQUADRONS, TWO I55MM AND TEN 

i 0 s m m batteries, a heavy roadbuilding Capability (bull- 
dozers, MOBILE SAWMILLS FROM SURPLUS STOCKS IN SAIGON)/ 

FIVE BRlDGE»CONSTRUCT ION UNITS AND SAND BAGS AND BARBED 
WIRE (ALSO FROM SURPLUS ) » AND COMPLETE ARMS AND EQUIPMENT 

for a parachute brigade* (air force) three c*j30»s/ 

60 UH" ! H HELICOPTES, PrP SURFACING FOR 5 A I R BASES/ AND 
ACCELERATED TRAINING of PILOTS FOR THESE AIRCRAFT! 

(NAVY) TWO PG PATROL VESSELS OF 250 TONS AND TWO LST'S. 
in ACCEPTING the aide memoire GENERAL HAIG confined 
HIMScXF TO THE SIMPLE OBSERVATION THAT IT WILL BE 

given careful study, earlier/ general haig had reported to the 

MARSHAL in RESPONSE To A DECEMBER REQUEST OF THE 
MARSHAL for EQUIPMENT, THAT SEVEN LSm-6'S CAN PROBABLY 
BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ThE KHMeR NAVY IF IT CAN USE THEM. 
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5„ COMMENT?, the equipment on this mew list vastly exceeds 
FANK CAPABILITIES TO arSORB IT EVEN IF FUNDING PROBLEMS 
COULD BE RESOLVED, AND THE MARSHAL *S EVIDENT EMBARRASS- 
ME NT IN PRESENTING IT SUGGESTS HE IS NOT SANGUINE IT 
WILL BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY* IT IS OF COURSE FURTHER 

evidence of his intense desire to recover enemy=held 
territory, an objective with which we sympathize but 
WHICH WILL INEVITABLY remain FOR an indefinite period 
BEYOnD his REACH ! PHNOM PENH 84.87 •» NOTaL)" 

IN ITS MORE IMPORTANT ASPECTS, HOWEVER, THE MEETING 
WAS reassuring SINCE It REAFFIRMED THE MARSHAL’S DESIRE 
TO ALIGN HIMSELF SQUARELY WITH OUR VIETNAM POLICY ii 
3Y THE WAY, lON NOL LOOKED WELL AND COMMENTED THAT HE 
was very satisfied with the new regime of physiotherapy 
FORMULATED PY the TRIp l eR HOSPITAL SPECIALIST. 

GDS * 
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MOTE BY OC/T; NOT PASSED ABOVE MILITARY ADDRESSEES. 
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